
READINGS FOR WASHWOMEN “ON THE STRENGTH” 
Primary Source Material 
“It was the Opinion of the Officers of the 2d Brigdr G. Lincolns Division that 20 lb of good Soap would not be More 
than Sufficient to wash 100 Soldiers Linnen &c Pr week” (DLC:GW).”1 
 
“The commanding officers of regiments are to consult with the other field officers, and captains of companies 
belonging to their regiments, on what allowance of soap is absolutely necessary, with proper œconomy, to keep the 
soldiery clean; a report of their opinion, to be made immediately, to the board of General Officers, to sit to day 
agreeable to yesterday’s orders; who are to take the matter into consideration, and report their opinion of the same.”2 
 
“For the future the Commissaries are to Issue 5 Ounces of Soap for each Man pr Week and if it should ever happen 
that they have not soap to Issue they are by no means to give money in liew of the Soap allowed and not drawn but 
to reimburse Commg Officers of Regts & Corps such sums as they shall have expended for that Article for the use of 
their Regt & Corps when not to be had at the Commissaries Stores, but in such Cases the Officers will Confine 
themselves to the above allowance, and no Soldier on any pretence shall be permitted to sell his Soap, and if 
detected in doing it shall be severely punished.  This Ample allowance of Soap being made, The Commg Officers of 
Regts & Corps will be answerable hence forward the Men appear decent and Clean.”3 
 
“I conceive that if proper Persons were appointed to gather the dirty Tallow of the Beef Cattle slaughtered for our 
Army, which at present is carelessly thrown away, & of the Ashes which might be collected from the Hutts, and 
furnished with large Kettles for Boiling Soft Soap, that the noncommissioned Officers & Privates of the whole Army 
might, soon be supplied with a sufficient Quantity to wash their Linnen, and a great quantity of Salt which must be 
used, for making Hard Soap saved to the United States. And if proper persons were appointed to Boil out the oil 
which the feet of the Cattle would produce, that a sufficient Quantity might be procured for Oiling the Arms, 
Accoutrements & Harness belonging to this Army. 
[...] 
These suggestions were included in the general orders of 12 Jan. 1778, but Maj. Gen. John Sullivan informed GW on 
24 Jan. that a dearth of kettles made it difficult to boil the soap and oil properly.”4 
 
“The following hints are humbly submitted to the consideration of your Excellency.  […]  The Commissaries also 
ought by all means, to provide a sufficiency of soap, and Vinegar, for on these, in a great degree depend the health 
of the Army.”5 

                                                           
1 “To George Washington from a Board of General Officers, 7 August 1777,” Founders Online, National Archives, last modified 
June 13, 2018, http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-10-02-0542. [Original source: The Papers of George 
Washington, Revolutionary War Series, vol. 10, 11 June 1777 – 18 August 1777, ed. Frank E. Grizzard, Jr. Charlottesville: 
University Press of Virginia, 2000, pp. 543–545.] 
2 “General Orders, 7 August 1777,” Founders Online, National Archives, last modified June 13, 2018, 
http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-10-02-0540. [Original source: The Papers of George Washington, 
Revolutionary War Series, vol. 10, 11 June 1777 – 18 August 1777, ed. Frank E. Grizzard, Jr. Charlottesville: University Press of 
Virginia, 2000, pp. 539–542.] 
3 John Peter Gabriel Muhlenburgh, Tim N. Greene, Pickering, Frs. Swain, Colo. Parker, and Colo. Matthews, “Orderly Book of 
Gen. John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, March 26-December, 1777 (continued),” The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 
Biography 34, no. 3 (1910): 343-44, http://www.jstor.org/stable/20085516. 
4 “Colonel Daniel Brodhead to Lieutenant Colonel Tench Tilghman, 30 December 1777,” Founders Online, National Archives, last 
modified June 13, 2018, http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-13-02-0057. [Original source: The Papers of 
George Washington, Revolutionary War Series, vol. 13, 26 December 1777  – 28 February 1778, ed. Edward G. Lengel. 
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2003, pp. 59–63.] 
5 “To George Washington from Brigadier General Henry Knox, 3 January 1778,” Founders Online, National Archives, last 
modified June 13, 2018, http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-13-02-0108. [Original source: The Papers of 
George Washington, Revolutionary War Series, vol. 13, 26 December 1777  – 28 February 1778, ed. Edward G. Lengel. 
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2003, pp. 128–130.] 

http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-10-02-0542
http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-10-02-0540
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20085516
http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-13-02-0057
http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-13-02-0108


2 
 

 
“General Orders, 12 January 1778,” Founders Online, National Archives, last modified June 13, 2018, 
http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-13-02-0172. [Original source: The Papers of George 
Washington, Revolutionary War Series, vol. 13, 26 December 1777 – 28 February 1778, ed. Edward G. Lengel. 
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2003, pp. 204–205.] 
 
“To George Washington from Major General John Sullivan, 24 January 1778,” Founders Online, National Archives, 
last modified June 13, 2018, http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-13-02-0296. [Original source: 
The Papers of George Washington, Revolutionary War Series, vol. 13, 26 December 1777 – 28 February 1778, ed. 
Edward G. Lengel. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2003, p. 337.] 
 
“As it often happens, that the women who wash for the Soldiers are not punctually paid, by which means, they are 
unable to provide that quantity of soap the linen must require, and thereby sooner rub it out, the Pay-Serjeants 
should be directed to stop for washing from those, who are so idle to neglect a punctual Payment, and every week 
clear off the Women, who, by this method, can have no excuse for not doing justice to the linen.”6 
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